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Herachinus Ridens Redivivn : 
OR, A 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 


 HARRT and ROGER, 


Concerning the Times. 


Dui ſemel verecundie fines tranfierint, eos oportet gnaviter eſſe impudentes. Cicero, 


b— 


Harvy. HSir,lam glad to ſee you: what 
Anno #tatic ſue 712. and yet fo 
brave and luſty ? having not of 
late ſeen any thing from you, I 

was afraid that the difficulty of fading our Se{f- 

murderer, had tempred you to make upon your 
ſelf ſome fatal experiment ; like the Phzloſopher, 
when he could not ſolve the morion of the Sea, 
threw himſelf into it. | 

Roger, I muſt confeſs, Harry, T have been of 
late (bur much agiioſt my inclinations ) very 
uſcleſs; my talent and the preſent current of 

Aﬀairs are diametrically oppoſite : had the 

Church of Zzgland men been our own, I could 

have run diviſions upon the Difſenters ad i»fini- 
tam; I would have proyed them a pack of 


Rebels for a whole Century; I would have made 
the laſt $8 to be of a piece with this; and the In- 
vincible Armada ſhould have been believed to 
be no more than a Phanartick Conſpiracy, 

Hay, Nay the Diſſenters are not at this time 
to be provoked. 

Rog. That I am very ſenſible of, and there. 
fore I have endeavoured all I could to bring my 
ſelf ro ſpeak for them ; bur I find I doit fo auk- 
wardly, that you would as ſoon cure the Rickers 
in one of my age.as bring any thing of mine into 
ſhape that pleads for them: my Anſwer to the 
Letter to @ Diſſenter, I hope, was an ample (pe- 
cimen of my will ; bd my witlay (6 much 
the other way, that my anſwer was looked upon 
to be the worſt of the four and twenty ;, befides 

A 


my 


my printing of che Letter at large, made me 
in danger to be brought in as a diſperſer of the 
Libel, 

Har. IT muſt tell you, Sir Roger, that Anſwer 
with ſome ochgr late Wrirings of yours, has a 
little atton'd for your old Sins; and tho the Di(- 
ſenters do not look upon you as their beſt friend 
yet ir hag in ſome meaſuce allayed the enmity be- 
wween them and the Serpent, 

Rog. Now ycu put me in mind, E.think I 
have given che Diſſenters in ſome of my laſt Ob- 
ſervators a veiy pleaſing farewel : If I be not 
miſtaken, I ſpoke notable things for the Totera- 
tion; and were it not for the reproach of ſelf- 
contradition,. I could have (aid twenty times as 
much, | 

Har. What need you fear ſelf-contradifion (a 
much ? Cannort.you- !ay, That yp 4 change-v 
Arcumſtances, 4 man may likewiſt vary his judgment 
as to Tolcration, with a reſpe to hic & nunc 3 
[R. L's. Anſwer to the Letter to a Diſſenrer, p.1 2. ] 
and what was abominable in one Reign, may be 
Law and Goſpel in another ? : 

Rog. Ycu ſpeak right; to alter one's opinion, 
tho at threefcore and twelve, [ think; is no very 
grear blemiſh: But I that have ſo often chal- 
leng'd the World to diſcover two claſhing Sentere 
c:s in all my Writings 3 that have carried my 
matrers always ſo even, that to diſcover one flaw 
in we, was as difficult 2s to find out Sir Edmund 
Bury-Godf: ey's Murther : For me to ſpeak home 
for Toleration, would make ir a harder task, to 
find an agreement between my Works, thaa ir 
would be to reconcile the two Churches. 

Har. What ig't you have fo unluckily ſaid, 
that will make ir ſo heinous in you to write for 
Toleratjor ? 

' Rog, © I have ſpoke againſt the Diſſenters 

ſuch hard words, that now I cculd »illingly ear 
them 3 but withal they are full of Gall and 
bitterneſs, that ſhould I ſwallow them, they 
were 1n danger to come up again, 

Har. *Tis but gilding them then, Sir Roger; 
a ſew, Preſents from the Difſenting Party, I ſup. 
poſe, will make 'em run down eafily: But what 
are theſe cutting Eypre ſions 2 | 

Kog, Why among other things, I have ſaid, 
Thar | iberty of Conſcience was a Paradox agiinſt 
Law, Reaſon, Nature and Religion : | Ob, Vol. 3, 
Numb, 47. | aod ſhould I now unſay all this, the 
Wags would make ſuch work with me, as I for- 
merly did with Righard and Baxttr, 
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- "Har, Fave you never an old Diſtin27jon then 
left ro-help you out at a dead lifr? I remember 
when I had occaſion to conſulr your wricings, 
diſtinguiſhing was the beſt parr of your talent, 
Rog. That you muſt know I have already at- 
tempred, when I perceived that an Indulgence 
was a brewing ; I thought it was high time for 
me to draw back, and pull in my horns; and 
therefore I immediately fell ro work; and (plir 
the hair, - I artificially divided an Indulgence, 
into an Indulgence granted and an Indulgence taben ; 


Into an Indulgence that ſhall owt it ſelf to the favour 


of the Prince, and an Indulgence thab ſhall be got by 
the importunities of the People : Pp Ovſery. Vol. 3. 
Numb, 43-7] By thus nicely diſtinguiſhing che 
marter, I was In hopes to reſcue the preſenc To. 
leration from the ſtroaks of my former animad- 


f verſions ; and in my Anſwer to the Lerter to. 


Liſſenter, my telling the Diſſenters that The De« 
claration of Indulgence ran to them, and not they to 
the Declaration, [ Anſw. to the Letter, p. 3.) I 
think was a full Comment upon the Text as it 
ſlands thus divided. | 

Har. Methinks, Sir Roger, this DiſtinRion is 
very ridfeulous, an I can compare ro nothing 
more,than to a Decree of the Council of Coxſtance, 
which, I remember ever ſince I wriſt my Pacquer, 
rans thus : Upon the Debate about the Commu. 
nion in one kind, it was ordered, that when the 
Laity deſired the Cup, it was by all means to be 
denied them ; bur if they would ſubmir to the ax 
obPante to our Saviour's Taſtiturion, and zot de- 
fire it 1, then they might be allowed to partake of 
it: So that, Asþ and ye ſhall receive, it ſeems is 
a Rule thar will by no means hold in the caſe of 
Toleration. 

Rog. IT muſt confeſs I was there hard put to 
ir, and you may be ſure, that *cwas not willingſy 
that I rook as leave ſo abruptly of the Obſervator, 
and went trailing, like a Blood hound, after the 
Murder of Sir E.B.G. 

Har, Let Murder alone, when all comes to 
all, *cis but ſaying that he was a Hererick, and 
then Killing you know is no Murder. Our buſi- 
neſs muſt now be to get off the Penal Laws. 

Rog. Penal Laws ! Had my endeavours ſuc- 
ceeded, they ſhould haye been kept up to the 
end of the Chapter, ay and as tight too as any 
Fiddle-ſtring : cou'd I but have brought over the 
Church of: England men, our buſineſs had beca 
done; and I think I drew as good a Scheme 
for accommodation, as ever Caſander did, « 
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the Biſhop of Spalats + Had that proje& took, 
the Penal Laws wou'd have been as uſcful to us 
as the Inquiſition 3; and then I had boldly affir- 
med, That neither the Church of England, or 
the Members of the Church of Rome, cox'd be joyn'd 
# a Toleration with the Phanatichs, but with the 


Certain ruin of both. | Obſ. Vol. 3. Num. 134+ ] 

Har. Thi: Church of England men arc vc- 
ry obſtinate. 

Rog. Ay, and perverſe too ; inſomuch thar 
you would as ſoon perſwade the Pope to pire 
wich the Franchiſes, as bring chem to pray to the 
People in an unknown tongue, T'other day a 
Friend of ours (1 ſuppoſe after reading my Pro- 
je& of Accommodation | asked a Church-man 3 
1a caſe rhe Church of Rome ſhould give up Trane 
ſub iantiation, what would the Church of England 
part with in order to a reconciliation: And what 
doſt chink the Church-man offered in exchange ? 

Har. Why, the nine and thirty Articles, I 
ſuppoſe. 

Rog. 1 proteſt only Paſſive Obedience; and 1 
wou'd no more take that Principle from them; 
than I wou'd unſhackle a Mad-man. Paſlive vlor 
js a virtue I love in an Enemy; and *cis asneceſ- 
ſa y for our preſet vation that they hold this Do- 
Grin, as 'ris for the Grand Scignior that a Baſſa 
believes that of Fatality, when he is to undergo 
the diſcipline of rhe Bow-ftring, 

Har. | give thEChurch of England men for 
loſt ; and therefore for my pait, my Province 
ſhall be ro gain the Diſſenters, I think the wind 
blows faireſt from that (ide. 

Rog. Prithee, Harry, how can't thee to be 
either beloved by the Papits, or believed bythe 
Diſſentrrs} I am ſure you have ſpoke as ſevere 
things of the Papiſts, as ever I did of the Phana- 
ticks, and yer by a ſudden turn you are become 
as gracious, as if you were a Convert of ſome con- 
Gderable ſtanding. 

Har. I perceive you don't underſtand the 
virtue of Holy Water ; this powerful ſprinkling 
will immediately reſtore a man to the ſtate of 
Innocence : Had Adam but known this eaſie re- 
ceiprt, he would never have been ar the ex 
of Figeleaves. You muſt know I have all my 
old fins forgiven me, and I am now as clean as 
if I had been over head and cars in Fordan, 

Rog. Bur all thy waſhing will not clear thy 
contradiQions; thy Pacquet of Advice and the 
weekly Occurrences/are as oppoſite as Fire and 
Water ; and I' wonder how thou canſt ſo ſhame- 
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fully prevaricate, without one ſingle bluſh to al- 
ter thy complexion, When 1 was pre(s'd hard 
with my former Opinions, I ſet off the falſe Coin 
with ſome plauſible Varoiſh, and alwaies 4ifin- 
gviſhed where 1 cou!d nor fairly dery, but tou 
wou'sdſt fain cheat even in ſpire of daylight ; thy 
Juggle 1s (o eaſily detefted, that by thus openiy 
p»bliſhixg thy Shame; one wou'd think this task 
w-$ given tliee, not ſo much that rhy Maſters 


had need of tity pains, as tooblige theoto a Pe- 
nancte. 
Hay, _ Puh, Sir Roger, you know words are 


wind, and why ſhould one 06 m re than rother 
be tied roone point of the Compaſs he that can 
turn and double upon a Stage, is alwaics ap- 
plaudea for his performance; and why may 
not a dexterous change of Opinion be as much 
commended for the a&ivity of the Brain as the 
other js for the agility of Boy. 

Rog. Tatroth, Harry, I muſt confeſs thy Bra'n 
is of a very ſinpvlar cooſti-ution, and thy late 
Writings are ſuch Origina's, that for my part, I 
chink rhou deſerveſt to have a. Parent for Sci3vb- 
ling; thou arc of late the very Daritng of the Pa- 
piſts, and thou carrieft on the buſineſs of Rome 
ſo vigorouſly, that I do not doubt in a ſhort t1me 
roſee thee Secretary to the Conclave. 

Hr. Why, I believe I do them no ſmall ſer- 
vice with my Occurrences; I take from them the 
odium of Perſecuti n,by fixing it upon the Church 
of England ; I fill the Peoples heads ſo full with 
Penal Laws, that there is no room left for the 
Inquiſition ; and if any one blabs about Q, Mays, 
days, I immediately flop his mouth with the 
thirty fifch of Eliz4beth. 

Rog, Bur you are very frugal in giving Inſtan- 
ces of the Severirities of the Church of Exgiand, 
not above one in a Paper, 

Har. You muſt know he that has not much 
Butrer, muſt ſpread ir thin ; 1 muſt make the 
moſt of what I have, for I am afrai1 hereafter 1 
am not like to have from that fide any more Ex- 
amples: Bur if you obſerved, I manage matters 
to the beſt advantage: When once upon a time, 
there was taken from a Quaker « Warming-32u 
for the Church duts; I pur ina notable innuendo, 
and hinted that 'rwas then co/4 weather; what 
think you, may not that be called the warming- 
pan Perſecution ? 

Rog. Ay that wzs indeed hor and firy, to 
take a Warming-pan from a Qu1her, was « [ir- 
tle roo unchriſtian, whom nor only the $S:4 
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fon, bur his Religion obliged ro frequent firs 
- of ſhaking. 


Har. And now you talkof your diſtinguiſhing, 
T think I have had [ately a notable ferch that way 
roo 2 When I had in one of my O:curren: es ac- 
cuſed the Clergy of London of cheating the Pooy of 
Ston Celledg?, in breping from them the Charity of 
thitr Founser, (Occur. Numb. 15. ] And the 
:nalrce and falſhood of my accuſation heing un- 
inckily publiſhed, T was hard put to it to avoid 
the Charge of Evil Speaking, Lying, and Slan- 
cering; rherefore in my next Paper { did pro- 
t??, that in my former Story, I did not intend to re- 
feF upon the London Clergy : [ Occur, Num. 12.] 
So that here is the Clergy of London, and the 
London Clergy make up a very ſerviceable Li- 
1!ntzon. 

Rog. Your Occurrences then T J—_ are tq 
inſult over the Church of Erglana, and thereby 
:0 divert the Papiſts and gain the Diſlenters. 

Har, Yoware in the right on'r 3 this Cnurch 
of England you know is our greateſt obſtacle; it 
vexes merothink thatan Heretical Church ſhou'd 
be by Law eſtabliſhed; theſe Laws are ſuch un- 
lucky ways cf fortifying, that they ſtand more 
in our way than Walls and Baſtions, Could we 
bur once level their Works, you would not find 
it long bef6re we fe)] to ſtorming, and I think 
we have already made ſome confiderable ad- 
vances, | 

Rog. And do the Diſſenters come on kindly ? 

Hear, Why truly ſome of them are pretty for. 
ward, and we fayour them accordingly ; we do 
as the Patriarch did of old, he thatcomes in firſt 
receives the Bleſſing; if they promiſe fairly, 
then we place them in convenient ſtations, we 
put them in ſach poſts that are ſomething for their 
honour, as well as for our uſe 

Kog, IT muſt confeſs for my part, I am not 
for advancing the Diſſcnters too much ; and rho 
[ cannor bur approve of their preſent behaviour, 
yet I am not for truſting chem too far, for they 
are ſlippery creatures, 

Har. Truſting them quoth a ! Why who does? 
Have you ever {cen a Diſlenter at the” head of a 
Regiment? have you ever heard that any of 
them was made Lieurenant of rhe Tower, or 
Governour of a Garriſon ? The Offices they are 
generally put into, are places of Expence and 
not Profit, If any of them has a Mandart to be 
Mayor or Alderman of a Town; he is ſo preca- 
ri0us in his Office, that he dares not make one 
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falſe ftep upon paſn of another Regulation 2 and 
withal they commonly a in conjunfiion with 
Papiſts; fo that they are no more than #nder. 
Wrkmtn, they are only employed, not truſted, 

Rog. Here is a Diſlenter coming ; I gueſs he 
comes to beg your aſhſtance, Harry, either tg 
Preſent an A4areſs, or to get a Commiſſion to re- 
geulate ſome ſtubborn Corporation, He looks as if 
he had a ſpite to the Teſts and Penal Laws. 

Har, Let me alone, Il! warrant you I man- 
age him to advantage, and if | do not make him 
as rank a Repealer as any is in Fngland, 1! for- 
feir all the gain of my Occurrences. 

Rog. Well VI! take my leave of you ; and at 
our next meeting ſhall expe an account of your 
TranſaRions, and in what forwardneſs Afﬀeairs 
ſtand for a Parliament, Farewel, 


Enter an Horeſt Piſſezter, 


Diſſenter. Gentlemen, I am ſorry I have di- 
ſfturbed you, and that T ſhould be the occaſion of 
breaking up ſo choice and ſeleft a meering. My 
buſineſs is only with you, Harry, and nor ſo-ur- 
gent neither, but that I can retire, and call upon 
you at your leiſure, 

Harry. Sir, you are heartily welcome, I am 
never ſo engaged, but that I am always ready to 
walt upon a Perſon of your CharaRter. Your's 
I am ſure js pablick buſineſs, and ſince I have 
not of late ſeen your hand to an Addreſs, I doubt 
not bur you come now at leaſt ſome huadreds 
firpag. * : 

Difſ. That is not at preſent my buſineſs. You 


muſt know, there is a ſmall place in his Majeſtics 


ſervice lately fall'n vacant, which lies ſo conve- 
niently in my neighbourhood, that as it may not 
be of ſuch advanrage to another, ſono one per- 
_ can fo eaſily atrend the duty with ſo much 
difigence as my ſelf; and therefore {ince I am 
told, that now all Offices are diſpoſed of without 
diftinftion ;, I hope by virtue of former acquain- 
tance, I may beg your intereſt on my behalf, 

Hay. Before I can appear your' Friend, you 
muſt anſwer me firſt to ſome few Queſtions 3 for 
no man muft expe& his Reward, before he can 
fay his Catechiſm. W/3ll you, whenever there is a 
Parliament cal'd, endeavour to chooſe ſuch men as 
will tabe off the Teſts and Penal Laws ? 

Diſſ. What is the meaning of this ? 

Har. You muſt know then, that no on: bs to 
be either promoted to, or continued in an as 
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fice, who will not anſwer afirmatively to this 
Queſtion. | 

Difſ. Why this is encountring Teſt with Te, 
ſetting one nail to drive out another 3 if a man 
be not qualified for an Office but upon ſuch con- 
ditions: You ſeem to ſer upas hard things as 
thoſe you would have abrogated. For what is 
the difference between your obliging a man to 
abjure the Teſt, and the Laws requiring him to 
renounce Tranſubſtantiation ? but only this, that 
for my part 1 think renouncing Trarſubtantiation 
to be the more innocent. 

Har. There is a greater difference than you 
may imapgin: for the Declaration that is requi- 
red by the Law is a violence to a Man's conſcience; 
"tis obliging him to renounce an Article of his 
Faithz whereas the Teſts arc matters purely po- 
litical : they were promoted by 4 Fafion, and de- 
ſigned only to grarifie a Party, which is pleaſed 
to call it ſelf the Church of England, 

Difſ. Hold there, Harry, theſe words are 
ſomething too ſevere; ler me tell you, you can- 
not make the eating of theſe Laws to be the bu- 
ſineſs of a Faftion, without purting the late King 
and his Parliament at the very head on'c; and ir 
does not become you to ſpeak fo irreverently of 4 
Crowned Head, th$ ir lies in aſhes. Bur ſuppoſe 
a man ſhou'd believe in his conſcience, that the 
Teſts are a great ſecurity ro the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and that the conſequence of repealing them 
will be the introducing of Popery; (as I muſt 
neceſſarily think of thoſe many Noble and wor- 
thy Gentlemen, who lately loſt their Employ- 
ments upon this very queſtion) is not the turn= 
ing of ſuch a one our of his Office, which per- 
haps is his whole ſubſiſtence, for nor conſenting 
to repeal theſe Teſts, not only a privative, bur ac- 
cording to your wiſe diſtin&ion, a poſetive inflift- 
ing of penalties on the ſcore of conſcience? [ Occur, 
Numb, 9.] For is nor he that thinks his whole 
Religion to be in'danger, as much concerned in 
his conſcience, as another that is fo tender of 
one ſingle Article? | 

Har, Bur theſe 2re groundlcſs apprehenſions ; 
the Proteſtant Religion will be ſecure without 
theſe Teſts; and TI have over and over proved 
that they are but Mud-walls, Surely you have' 
never ſeen my Occarences. EN | 

Diff. Ay that T have, and at the fame time 


that I could laugh at your Jeſts, T was offended ' 


at your ſcurrilicies : aud now you put me in 
mind, I haye ſeen your Pazcquet of Advice from 


Rome too : there I remember you ſay, Thit ns 
mortal man can embrace or countenance the Papiſh 
Religion, but cithry a deſigning Knave, or 4 £agol'd 
ſelf-wil'd Fool. | Pacq. vol, 3. p.is.) NowlT 
cannot believe that you look upon either of 
theſe Chara&ers to be very honourable. 

Har, ] wou'd have the Papiſts be admitted in- 
ro Offices as well as other Subj:&s ; and they 
may ſometimes happen to bave better abilities to ſerve 
their King and Coun:ry, than thoſe that wou'd tx- 
clude them, [Occur, Numb. g.] 

Diſſ. Certainly, Harry, thou art made up Cie 
ther of Knavery or Forgetſulneſs ; td 1 am afraid 
Knavery 1s the chief ingredient 1n thy compoſt- 
rion, Have not you Gd in your Pacquer, that 
you con'd wiſh we wire fairly rid of two azd fiſty 
thouſand Papifts, and yet you believed, and durſt un- 
dertahe to prove the King ſhould not loſe one good 
Subjrtt by the Bargain. [ Pacq, vol. 1. p 143. ] 

Har. You ſhou'd not fo ſpircfully recolle& my 
former Opmlons; you ſhou'd conſider not fo 
much my old faults, 2s my preſent arguments 3 
and if my carriage at this time may 'make you 
entertain any hard thoughts of my perſon: ths 
you may not believe the max, yer I hope you 
will be convinced by his re-ſons. | 

Dif]. Why truly whenever I ſee a forehead of 
Braſs, 1 am apt to believe, that what is within 
is of no better mettal, To be always falſe and 
ſhifting, is methinks a temper ſo mean and 
creeping, ſo very like the race of the Serpent, 
that to be overcome by ſuch a one's infinuation, 
Is not to be perſwaded but betrayed, 

' Hay, Is it not unreaſonable that the Papiſts 
(boulg be debarred of thoſe priviledges and advan-. 
rtages which they are born to? And ſince they are un- 
der an tqual obligation of duty with other Subjefts, 
why ſhould not they have the ſame right 2 as *tis 
in other Countries, where Proteſtants and Pa- 
its” have an <qual ſhare in the government. 
Occur. Numb. 9 

_ Diſſ. Prichee ſhew me bur oz: Country where 
there are but for Papiſts to one Proteſtanr, and 
the Proteſtants allowed to enjoy equal priviled- 
ges with the Papiſts : If this cannve be done, 
why then ſt ould the Papiſts cf ozr Nation look 
upon It as unequal, dealing in thi; government 
to keep them from Offices, when their number 
is not as yer perhaps above one in two bundrid ? 
unleſs they aſſume ſome extraordinary privi- 
ledges to their perſons, as well as their Religion; 
and pretend that their very Civil Rights are Ca- 
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,- Har. But theſe Teſt- Laws are unjuſt : they ſet 
up an Inquiſition into mens thoughts, put their Souls 
on the Rack; Jo that a Papiſt muſt either ſtarve or 
violate bus Conſcience. (ibid. ] 

Diſſ, 1 perceive, Haryy, your compaſſion leans 
much on the Popiſh fide ; and you do not ſeem 
much concerned, whether a Proteftant dies in his 
Bed, or on a Dunghill, for if the loſs of imploy- 
myrts he an infallible fymprom of ſtarving z 1am 
aſraid there will be found of late mcre church of 
England men put into thoſe unecaſie circumſtan- 
ces, than there are Papiſts of any note in the 
whole Nation. And fince you would perſwade 


us, that the grand proje& is to employ a// men 


equally, without any regard to their perſwaſions; 
methinks it does not at all become you in polt- 
Cy, to give ſuch early inſtances of partiality. 

. Har, Are not there Church of E gland men 
preferred 2s well as other mea ? do not you fee 
them daily made Deans, and Biſhops, &c. 

Difſ. So have I ſeen Bulls and Bears wear Top- 
knots z but I preſume they would never have 
gone to the expence of adorning the Brutes, were 
It not on purpoſe to expoſe the faſhion. Prithee, 
Harry, there are Knaves of all perſuaſians, and 
the Church as well as the Barn breeds Vermin. 

- Har, Why are you ſo much afraid of Papiſts 
being pur into publick Employment ? I'll aſſure 
you they are not ſuch men as you doe imagine ; 
and whoſoever ſays they are b{oo1y and cr421, foul- 
ly miſrepreſexts them, and does not draw them in 
rheir proper colours. 

Difſ. Tray, Harry, how long have you had ſuch 
a favourable opinion of their good nature ? what, 
are all the boly Candles out, that you formerly told us, 
were made of Proteſtant Greaſe at the Irifh Maſſacre? 

Pacq. Nov. 19. 1680, ] Are there no Popiſh 

Tres bur that which burnt che City ? Or have 
the French Proteflants think you, left their Eſtates 
and come over only for the advantage of a Col. 
le&ion ? Theſe ate too bitter chings, Harry, to 


be ſo eafily digeſted : and if 1 be not much mi-- 


ſtaken, I can ſhew you that ſome of them are 
bound by Oaths to give Heretichs no better quarter, 

Har, Surely there is no ſuch thing ? 

Diſſ. I do aſſure you I had it from a very ſub- 
ſtantial Author. 

Har. Pray who is it ? I'll warrant. you one of 
our modern Miſrepreſenters. 

Difſ. No Ill aſſure you; T had fit from the 
worthy Author of the Pacquet of Advice from 


Rome; and certainly he muſt needs know beſt 
what was done there, where he kept his weekly 
correſpondence. *'T1is the Oath, which all Po- 
piſh Biſhops take at the time of their Conſecra- 
tion; My Author has i: at large, bur T ſhall here 
only give you the Clauſe of it. And all Aeretichs, 
Schiſmatichs, and/uch as 1tbtl againſt our Lord the 
Pope, or bus Sutcetſſors, I ſhell ro the uttermoſt of my 
power, perſecute, impugn, and condemn, So help 
me &c. | Pacg. Jan, 30. 1679. ] 

Hay, And dors not the Church of England 


with ker Penal Laws come upon you and your. 


Brethren with the ſame ſevericies ? 

DIiſſ. Pray where is a Church better ſeen than 
in her Articles and Canons F And if theſeare to 
be looked upon as the Standards of her Dottrin ; 
to give the Church of Zrgland her due, ſhe jn 
her 66, Canon requires her Biſhops and Miniſters 
to endeavor by inſtruttion and priſraſcon to re- 


clalm all Recuſants within their reſpe&ive limits : 


and if ſome of her Communion, did put the 
Laws in Execution againſt us with roo much rij- 
gour ; the preſent promotion of ſcveral of thoſe 
Ioftruments of our Miſerics, wou'd rempe a man 
to believe, that what they did was not fo much 
out of miſtab!, as by order. 

Har. But n>w you have a Commiſſion to en- 
quire, into what money was taken from you up- 
on che account of your Religion; and fo in ſome 
meaſure you may make your (elves whole again, 

Diſſ. Prithee Harry, why dofſt notſend us to 
the Spaniſh Wrack to dive for Gold and Silver ? 
on my conſcience I believe ir wou'd be to as 
much purpoſe, If you will procure us all that 
was returned into the Exchequer, that will in- 
deed encourage and enable us to ſue for the reſt ; 
and ſurely you do not think that the Exchequer 
ought to thrive by oppreſion no more than a pri» 
vate Gentleman's pocker, 

Har, If you conſent to take off the T<fts, yu 
do not know what may be done for you, and 
methinks you of all people ſhou'd be ready to 
comply, fince you are ſo mu-h obliged for the 
Toleration : and you know one good turn always 
requires another. 4 

Diſſ. Suppoſe the Church of Englazd men had 
complied to rake off the Teſts, doſt think then 
we ſhou'd have been ſuch Favourites ? I find jt 
was our turn to be asked [aft : we have ſomthing 
of Original fin that ill fjcks ro us; and I am 
afrajd when Popery comes in, we that = n9 

vut- 
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foundation, and are as ir were ſtrangers In the 
jiand, muſt expe& thar rliis Liberty will onely 
encrea'e Oar furure F154, 40d put us furtber fnto 
the houſe of bo» 1422. 

Par. You hail have a Magna Charte for Li- 
berty of Coſrience ; and that you know, bs like 
the Laws of the 3-4 and Ferfrans, unaltera- 
ble, 

Diſſ. 1 muſt he a f. ol by thy own Maxim, if 
I bclieve thee; for haye not you ſaid in your 
Pacquet,thar he is only fit to be Recorder of Goar- 
ham, who does nt foreſee that 5f ever the Paplifts 
prevail, Magna Charra an4 the Bible nut 
together, [ Pacq. Nov.21. 1679. | But now I 
think on't, how will this Magna Charts, and 
the Magna Charta of the Council of Lateran 
ſtand together? which is ſo far from giving Lzj- 


berty of Conſcience, that it will not allow Here- 


ticks the common priviledge of living. 

Hay. Has not Sir Roger cleared that difficulty 
ſufficiently ? when he told you, that when they 
are rightly diſtinguiſhed, they may very well ſtand 
together z for the Decrees of the Church of Rome are 
Religious, this Liberty you are offered 18 2 civil points 
[ Anſw. tothe Letter ro Diſſenters, p. 7.] 

on Well now I find true, what I always 
ſuſpeRed z that this Liberty was grounded vpon 
atrick of jtatz; and not upon a Keligions convi- 
Rion of Judgment. $0 that when th: Govern- 


ment ſhall nor ftand in need of fach Arts 3 that - 


js, when Popery 1s too powerful ro ſubmit to 
ſuch condeſcenſions; we muſt eype& to be 
thrown off, and ſink again into che ſtate of ſuf- 
ſering. 

Har. I do aſſure you, ir has been the conſtant 
judgment of Papiſts, that men all ought to 
have Liberty of Conſcience : and they are very ill 
men, and you ought not to joyn with them 
who wou'd perſwade you to the contrary. 

Dif. Divide & impera, 1 know is the Papiſt's 
rule, as well as the Politician's. Prithee Haz. y, 


he thar-4s-hur. Eighc. and twenty years 61d, has , 


lived long enoughTto ſee their merhods of deſtroy- 
ing the Proteſtant Religion : and it is moſtly by 
play ing faſt and looſe with the D-ſſenters. Some- 
times the Diſſenter is a Heretick and a Rebel, 
and all the cry muſt be, Crucifie him, crucifie him 3 
at another time he is all innocence, #hat harm 
bas be done ? We'll releaſt him and let him go. Thus 
by intermittent fits of eaſe and rigour, they en- 
deavour to ſhake and undermine chat foundati- 
on; againſt which their argumerts haye nor 
ſtrength to prevail, 


Har. Butthis Indaigince was (ofrathly offered 
you, that you cannot chooſe but make ſxtable 
retwrns for ſuch unexpeRed civilicies. 

Diſſ. Proffered ſervice in ſome caſe is not on - 
ly unacceptable, pot aauſtous ; for when all the Ar- 
gumenes of Reaſon and Religion could not pre- 
vail; to find an axexpefrd fit of affeRion, 
makes the kindneſs ſomerhing ſuſpicious, and 
all the endearing expreſſions may proceed not 
ſo much from Love, as Diſemulation ; a policick 
deſign may be in the bottom, and a ſnake may 
" in the graſs that looks ſo freſh and flouriſh- 


Hay. I find you fiill continue in your ground- 
leſs ſuſpicion of the Papifts : merhinks they are 
the moſt reaſonable men alive; for if they do 
repeal your Laws, they promiſe you Equipollere 
ecurntzes. 

_ [ muſt rell you Harry, the Payifs are the 
worſt men in the world co pretend to z»ſure the 
Proteſtant Religion from Fire and Faggor : their 
love to Hereticks, we know, is generally hot and 
flameing , and *tis rarely that any of them youch- 
ſafes to þiſs, but when ts to bring in others thac 
come with Swords 414 Staves. And what is this 
Eqwpoltent ſecurity to be ? an At of Parliament + 

Har, Yes, but ſuch an AR thar ſhall be unal- 
terable, and not in the power of fu.uce ages to 
revoke. 

Diſſenter, Hold, nor roo faſt there , you wHl 
ruine the Diſpenſng power elſe; for if the Kirg | 
may nor ſ#ſend that AT too at pleaſure, what will _ 
boagome of thoſe Officers, who have made ſo bold . 
with the Laws in being ? for the conſequence 
muſt reach all A&s alike. 

Har. Ay, but theſe Teſts are in their xature un- 
juſt, and dang*-rous to the government in their 
conſequence; and ſo no matrer what becomes of - 
them. 

iff. And will not that Law, think you, be 
wijzt, which cramps the King's natural and inbe- 
rent righr of ſuſpending Aﬀts. of Patliament ? (o 
that chis Law or the mighty Prerogative of 
ſuſpending immediatrly falls ro che ground : and 
which do you think will moſt likely ger the bet- 
rer on't ? Beſides that Lav, if it be equipollent, 
mult exclude all R»miſh Prie/ts from Officiating 
in any publick Church or Chappel within the 
Kingdom : Now if it be, according to you, fo 
impious to exclude Papifis from (erving the King 
in publick Offices; what a monſtro:es piece of impie- 
ty will Popiſh Judges jacerpret chat Law ro - 

which 


, 


which excludes the Priefts from ſerving God in 
his publick Worſhip ? and therefore the apparent 
conſcquence of repealing our Laws to me will 
be this; that hereafter we ſhall have all Popiſh 
Covernours both in Church and State ; and to 
us will be left the Merit of obedience, and the 
Glory of ſuffering ; onely Iam afraid we ſhall 
much Eclipſe that Glory, upon ſome melancho- 


ly conſiderations that we have had a hand in 
Our own execution. 

Hay. Well I percelye you will not give me 4 
Catcgorical anſwer to my Queſtion. You will 


(3) 


have the ſame more formally put to you ere 
long, and Ido not doubt when you have taken 
time ro conſider, bur you will return a very ſa- 
thfaFory anſwer, 

Diſſ,. To be ſhort with you then; the ſum of 
my opinion Is this; That I confider- my ſelf as 
an Engliſhman as well as a Proteſtant 3 and what- 
ever I conceive may direftly or by conſequence 
prejudice my Religion, or Czvil Rights, 1 think 
my felf obliged not to conſent to it, as Iam to 
anſwer jirto GOD and my COUNTRY: 
So farewtl. | 
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